To: Blumenfeld, Jared[BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV]

From: Bohigian, Tom (Boxer)

Sent: Tue 9/10/2013 8:25:31 PM

Subject: RE: State orders soil and dust sampling around Vernon battery plant

Sorry for the tardy reply. If there is anything active from EPA’s perspective, it would be good to
know. Happy to talk to staff. I know you are busy. Hey, have you driven the new bridge yet?

Tom Bohigian

State Director

Senator Barbara Boxer

2500 Tulare Street, Suite 5290
Fresno, CA 93721

Phone 559-497-5109

Fax 202-228-3864
Cell 559-312-4469

If you would like to receive updates from Senator Boxer, click here to sign up.

5% Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail

Stay connected with Senator Boxer

i
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From: Blumenfeld, Jared [mailto:BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV]

Sent: Tuesday, August 27, 2013 4:33 PM

To: Bohigian, Tom (Boxer)

Subject: Re: State orders soil and dust sampling around Vernon battery plant

Hi Tom:

We have had some involvement with the site over the years. I can check on specifics if you like?
Hope you are well. I am in Rancho Mirage right now visiting tribes!

Jared Blumenfeld, EPA

From: Bohigian, Tom (Boxer) <Tom_Bohigian@boxer.senate.gov>

Sent: Tuesday, August 27,2013 4:12:46 PM

To: Blumenfeld, Jared

Subject: FW: State orders soil and dust sampling around Vernon battery plant

Hi, Jared,

Hope things are good with you. Nice they are finally going to open the bridge.

Have your folks gotten into this issue of the Exide Battery plant in Vernon?

Thanks,

Tom
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Tom Bohigian

State Director

Senator Barbara Boxer

2500 Tulare Street, Suite 5290
Fresno, CA 93721

Phone 559-497-5109

Fax 202-228-3864
Cell 559-312-4469

If you would like to receive updates from Senator Boxer, click here to sign up.

5% Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail

Stay connected with Senator Boxer

From: Lyles, Maurice (Boxer)

Sent: Tuesday, August 27, 2013 4:00 PM

To: Martinez, Yvette (Boxer); Bohigian, Tom (Boxer)

Cc: Melendez, Ana Jovel (Boxer)

Subject: RE: State orders soil and dust sampling around Vernon battery plant
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I'sinthe LAT

hitp://www latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-In-vernon-batterv-plant-20130827.0.303641 stor

From: Lyles, Maurice (Boxer)

Sent: Tuesday, August 27, 2013 3:57 PM

To: Martinez, Yvette (Boxer); Bohigian, Tom (Boxer)

Cc: Melendez, Ana Jovel (Boxer)

Subject: State orders soil and dust sampling around Vernon battery plant

I know that the state has been involved and not the federal government, but I’ve been following
this story. The Exide Battery Recycling plant has been allegedly emitting arsenic in largely low-
income communities that it neighbors.

State orders soil and dust sampling around Vernon battery plant

State officials have ordered a Vernon battery recycler to begin testing dust and soil at properties
in the neighborhoods around its plant to see if dangerous substances have gathered there and are
posing a health risk to the community, officials announced Tuesday.

The order comes a few months after the state Department of Toxic Substances Control was
thwarted 1n its effort to temporarily shutter the Exide Technologies plant on the grounds that it
posed "an unacceptable risk to public health.”

The state had ordered the facility closed in April, after an analysis released by the South Coast
Air Quality Management District showed arsenic was posing an increased cancer risk to as many
as 110,000 people from Boyle Heights to Maywood and Huntington Park.

But Exide appealed the order, arguing that it had fixed much of its arsenic emissions problem
and that regulators were acting under public and political pressure. A Los Angeles County
Superior Court judge sided with the company, and said Exide could keep operating until a full
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hearing this fall.

The move outraged residents and community groups near the plant, who fear the company’s
operations are harming their health and believe regulators have failed to protect them.

Now state officials are moving ahead with a series of orders they issued in April as partof a
cleanup plan, including an effort to determine whether arsenic, lead and other substances that
were released from the facility in the past may have accumulated on nearby properties.

Officials said in a statement that they want to “learn more about the cumulative health effects of
Exide’s past practices,” information they said will help shape how they regulate the facility in
the future.

“We want to bring assurance to the community that if contaminants from the facility are in their
yard, Exide will clean them up,” said Brian Johnson, deputy director of the department’s
Hazardous Waste Management Program.

DTSC officials said dust sampling will begin Thursday, and soil sampling by Oct. 1. Findings
are due by Nov. 15.

Maurice Lyles

Field Representative

U.S. Senator Barbara Boxer

312 N. Spring Street, Suite 1748
Los Angeles, CA 90012

(213) 894-5000 Phone

(202) 224-0357 Fax
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